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No Chapter Meeting in August 
We Will Resume Meetings in September 

Important Film Screening This Weekend  

 

 

“THE ARMOR OF LIGHT” FILM SCREENING, DISCUSSION & MEAL 
July 31, 2016 @ 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

6:30pm - meal (love offering) & 7pm - film (free) 
A discussion will follow the film. 

University UMC (Austin) Fellowship Hall 
2409 Guadalupe St 
Austin, TX 78705 

 
On the eve of the 50th anniversary of the UT Tower shootings, University UMC Austin and the Rio 
Texas Methodist Federation for Social Action invite the community to explore issues at the 
intersection of faith and firearms as we screen “The Armor of Light,” a critically acclaimed film by 
director Abigail E. Disney. 

In a gripping portrait of courage, the film follows the journey of an Evangelical minister trying to find 

the moral strength to preach about the growing toll of gun violence in America. “The Armor of Light” 
tracks Reverend Rob Schenck, anti-abortion activist and fixture on the political far right, who breaks 
with orthodoxy by questioning whether being pro-gun is consistent with being pro-life.  Reverend 
Schenck is shocked and perplexed by the reactions of his long-time friends and colleagues who 
warn him away from this complex, politically explosive issue. 

Freewill offerings accepted for the meal (suggested donation: $10) catered by Harvey Merida of 



Lavelle’s Catering.  Lavelle’s Catering is one of the 2016 recipients of a UUMC microloan program 
administered by UUMC’s Economic Justice Study Group. 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Karen Oliveto Elected Bishop in the UMC! 

 

We celebrate with great joy the election of the first openly lesbian bishop 
in The United Methodist Church. This is an historic moment in the 
movement of LGBTQ persons for spiritual and civil equality both in the 
church and the public square.  The election of Rev. Dr. Oliveto of Glide 

Memorial United Methodist Church in San Francisco, CA is seen as a 
challenge to the anti-LGBTQ doctrine in The UMC.  Rev. Dr. Oliveto 
brings a treasure trove of experience from both the academy and the 
church to the office of bishop. A lifelong United Methodist and ordained 
elder, she pastored local churches while earning degrees from Drew 
University, and later led congregations in the San Francisco Bay area.  
She has served several terms as a board member of Reconciling 
Ministries Network and currently is on the Advisory Board of The Forum for Theological Education. 
Her passion, intellect, and skill are widely recognized and admired as is her ability to articulate a 
vision of mission and ministry at the intersection of faith and social justice. 
[excerpted from Reconciling Ministries Network news story] 

 
 

Related Story – From United Methodist News Service – read more 

Amid growing concerns for the denomination’s future, United Methodist bishops approved a plan for 

establishing a commission dealing with church teachings on homosexuality.  The bishops’ 
executive committee also took a step toward a special session of General Conference, the 
denomination’s top lawmaking body, in early 2018. 

The Council of Bishops executive committee met July 19-20 in Chicago behind closed doors to 
discuss creating the Commission on a Way Forward, which General Conference authorized in May. 
The full council has charged its 17-member executive committee with developing a framework for 
the new commission. 

Many United Methodists see the panel as a last-ditch effort to keep the multinational denomination 

from splintering.  Church members have long debated the denomination’s bans on same-gender 
weddings and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy. However, the bishops acknowledged that the 
denomination’s landscape has changed dramatically since the most recent General Conference, 
and they face mounting pressure.   

In the past two months, a number of conferences voted not to conform with church restrictions 
related to ministry with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer or questioning individuals. 

 

Bishop Schnase to Lead Rio Texas Conference 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-approve-plan-for-sexuality-panel
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-ask-for-hold-on-sexuality-debate
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/no-pause-by-conferences-on-sexuality-debate


 
 The South Central Jurisdictional Conference of the United Methodist Church 
approved the appointment of Bishop Robert Schnase to the Rio Texas 
Conference on Saturday, July 16.  He returns to Rio Texas after serving as 
the Bishop of the Missouri Annual Conference since 2004.  
Schnase is the author of the bestselling books Five Practices of Fruitful 
Congregations, Five Practices of Fruitful Living, Practicing Extravagant 

Generosity, and Seven Levers: Missional Strategies for Conferences.  His 
latest book, Just Say Yes: Unleashing People for Ministry, is written for 
people whose passion has been simmering for years, who yearn to be told 
Yes!  Schnase examines the systems and attitudes that restrain and control 
ministry.  He demonstrates practical ways church leaders can rethink 

fundamental assumptions about organizations and leadership. 
 
 

Austin Pride Week Events 

 

Pride Interfaith Celebration 
 
Thursday, August 25 at 7pm 
First UMC Austin 

1201 Lavaca St. 
 

All are invited to attend the 2016 Pride Interfaith 
Celebration. This annual LGBTQ inclusive event will 
feature speakers from the Latinx and Muslim 
communities and the return of the CELEBRATION choir! 

A reception will follow. The event is sponsored by the 

Pride Interfaith Partnership. https://www.facebook.com/prideinterfaithpartnership/.  

The Pride Interfaith Partnership is dedicated to supporting safe, spiritual environments where all 
people to come together, regardless of any perceived differences to express oneness through love. 
We work to honor, appreciate, and affirm all LGBTQ people and our allies as whole and complete, 
worthy of unconditional love and respect. 

You are also invited to a volunteer info meeting scheduled for Tuesday, Aug 9 at 7pm at First UMC 
in the Library. Contact Joy Butler joylbutler@gmail.com for more information. 

 

 
Austin Pride Parade will be Saturday, August 27 at 8pm.  MFSA will not sponsor a separate float 

or walking group in the Pride Parade this year.  First UMC Austin has invited those interested to 
participate with them. Contact parade organizers at rmn@fumcaustin.org to let them know you’ll be 
there.  

 

MFSA Depends On Your Help For Its Programs and Activities 

https://www.amazon.com/Just-Say-Yes-Unleashing-Ministry/dp/1426776136?ie=UTF8&ref_=asap_bc
https://www.facebook.com/prideinterfaithpartnership/
mailto:joylbutler@gmail.com
mailto:rmn@fumcaustin.org


How to join or support MFSA 

Please join with us as we connect progressive United Methodists in 
putting faith into action! 

Membership in MFSA is not predicated on ability to pay.  We do not have 
“dues”.  However, our Chapter and the National Office need funding each year 
for programs and activities.  Membership gifts and special giving are always 
appreciated. MFSA is classified as a 501(c)(3) organization by the IRS.   Membership gifts to MFSA 
are tax deductible as provided by law. 

There are several easy ways to join or support MFSA.   

 You can log onto the national MFSA website, http://www.mfsaweb.org and follow the 
instructions there (you can safely use a credit card). Please indicate that you are part of the Rio 
Texas MFSA. 

 Or, you can mail a check made out to “Rio Texas - MFSA” to our Treasurer, Janice Curry, at 
1509 Mearns Meadow Blvd, Austin 78758.  The suggested donation is $60, but any amount is 
welcome.  Thanks for your support! 

Historically, we have had eight monthly chapter meetings per year, generally on the second 
Thursday of the month (this may change in the future).  We communicate using monthly electronic 
newsletters & updates to our website and Facebook page. 

Stay Connected with MFSA 

MFSA - Conference Website:  http://riotexasmfsa.org/ 

MFSA – National Site: http://www.mfsaweb.org 

Check out our Facebook Page Rio Texas Chapter MFSA 

What Does The Lord Require Of You? 

 

http://www.mfsaweb.org/
http://riotexasmfsa.org/
http://www.mfsaweb.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rio-Texas-Chapter-MFSA/208934022460155

